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Biography

Donna Aponte has been an educator for 30 years. She began her educationa career teaching 3rd grade at the
American School in Puebla, Mexico. She then moved to Colorado and worked in public schoolsin Vail and
Denver as abilingual classroom teacher in grades 3, 4, and 2/3 multiage. In 1997, Ms. Aponte was awarded
Teacher of the Year for Eagle County Schools. In 1999, she was awarded the Teacher of the Y ear by the Rotary
Club in Denver. in 2000, she was hired by DoDEA and moved to the beautiful island of Okinawa. At Bechtel
Elementary School, she spent nine years teaching Spanish Immersion classesin 3rd grade and 6th grade, as well
as FLES. At Bechtel, she served on the school |eadership team and led her school through multiple successful
accreditation visits.

She moved to Stearley Heights Elementary as an Educational Technologist for six years, where she also was part
of the school improvement |eadership team. In 2015, she transferred with her family to the Netherlands, where
she has been the Math Coach/Interventionist and STEM specialist for AFNorth International School and Kleine
Brogel Elementary. During this time, she has worked with all grade levels and teachers to implement the new
math standards and best practices. She has worked hard to develop relationships with students, teachers, parents
and the community. She successfully implemented a STEM program from the ground up at both schools, which
included robotics competitions for elementary students. She also initiated and launched a therapy dog program at
AFNorth. For multiple years, Ms. Aponte served on the School |mprovement committee at AFNorth.

Ms. Aponte loves spending time with her husband, three boys and their beloved dog Sadie. She loves watching
her boys compete, and she and her husband are both passionate about working with young people and seeing
them thrive in sports. She coached the AFNorth volleyball team and the US Navy Dragon Boat Team in
Okinawa. Both experiences have afforded her an understanding in dealing with various cultures, parents, and
communities.

Ms. Aponte earned her bachelor’ s degree in Elementary Education from Colorado State University, and later her
master’ s degree in School Administration from Michigan State University. She is honored to work with and
among the military community and believes that a DODEA education is one of the best. She islooking forward
to continuing to work with her AFNorth and Kleine Brogel families as Assistant Principal and is committed to
doing whatever it takes for students, teachers and her community.



Donna Aponte

Assistant Principal
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